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St James, returned to Adiab, whence he sent the holy bishop a present
of a great quantity of silk for the ornaments of his church.

Theodoret relates* of him that one day as he was travelling he was
accosted by a gang of beggars who had concerted a plot whereby to impose
upon the servant of God, with the view of extorting money from him on
pretence to bury their companion, who lay stretched on the ground as if
he had been dead. The holy man gave them what they asked, and " offering
up supplications to God as for a soul departed, he prayed that his divine
majesty would pardon him the sins he had committed whilst he lived, and
that he would admit him into the company of the saints," says Theodoret.
As soon as the saint was gone by, his companions, calling upon him to
rise and take his share of the booty, were strangely surprised to find him
really dead. Seized with sudden fear and grief, they shrieked in the utmost
consternation, and immediately ran after the man of God, cast themselves
at his feet, confessed the cheat, begged forgiveness, and by entreaties and
mournful looks pleaded for pity, and besought him by his prayers to restore
their unhappy companion to life, which the saint performed, as this grave
author assures us.

The most famous miracle of our Thaumaturgus was that by which he
protected the city of Nisibis from the barbarians, as is related by Theodoret
both in his religious and ecclesiastical history; by Theophanes, the
Alexandrian Chronicle, and even by Philostorgius himself,2 who was a
rank Arian, cannot be suspected of being too favourable to St James.
Sapor II, the haughty King of Persia, twice besieged Nisibis with the whole
strength of his empire whilst our saint was bishop; and the city was every
time miraculously protected by the prayers of St James. Of these sieges
the first was laid soon after the death of Constantino the Great, which
happened on the 22nd of May in 337, after that prince had reigned
thirty-nine years, nine months, and twenty-seven days. His valour had
kept the barbarians in awe. But upon his demise Sapor came, and in 338
sat down before Nisibis with a prodigious army of foot, horse, elephants,
and all sorts of warlike engines. But after continuing the siege sixty-three
days, was compelled shamefully to raise it and return into Persia; and his
army, harassed by the enemy in its march and exhausted by fatigues, was
at length destroyed by famine and epidemical diseases. The Emperor
Constantius, when the Persians again invaded the territories of the Romans
in 348, by his pusillanimity and misconduct gave them a great superiority
in the field; and Cosroes, elated with success and enriched by the plunder
of many provinces, ventured a second time, with an army still much stronger
than before, to lay siege to Nisibis in 350. His troops having sefeed all
the avenues, and made their approaches with a fury beyond example, he
first endeavoured to make a breach in the walls bj battering-rams and
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